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Even though revision is one of the most important stages in the development of a complete paper, it also tends to be the stage many writers skip.  Why?  Answers to this question vary, but the ones we hear (and use!) most often include:  "I don't know how to or what to revise" and "I didn't have time to revise."  We can’t create revision time for you, but we can help you decide what (and how) to revise.

On a separate sheet(s) of paper, answer the following questions regarding your draft.  If you have trouble answering some of the questions or making any suggested revisions, talk to me.  You can also refer to any handouts I've given you and notes you've taken in class.

1.  What was the initial idea/message in your head that you wanted to "get into" your reader's head?  Write it down.

2.  Read your first two sentences.  (These sentences are your only real chance to "hook" and keep your reader's attention.)  Would you read past those two sentences?  To answer, choose A, B, or C below.


A.  First two sentences extremely interesting--I can hardly wait to read on.


B.  First two sentences OK, but I'm mainly being polite to the reader by continuing.


C.  First two sentences boring--I think I'll take a nap instead of finishing this paper.

If you answered B or C, you obviously have to revise your introduction.

3.  Look at your opening paragraph.  Do you have any pronouns in it?  If you do, does each pronoun (other than "I," "We," and "You") have a noun to refer to?  If not, you need to supply the missing nouns.

4.  Have you used words like "people," "everyone," and "society" in your opening paragraph?  If you have, what specific purpose do these words serve?  If they don't serve a purpose (such as making a universal appeal to your readers), they may signal a lack of personal interest in the subject.  In other words, you appear to be bored with your topic, and you need to revise to avoid this (or choose a new topic).

5.  Look back at your answer to question one.  Have you included this message in your opening paragraph (or possibly at the beginning of your second paragraph)?  If not, your paper more than likely doesn't have a clear thesis statement.  If you can't find your thesis statement, your readers won't be able to find it either.  You need to revise to develop a clear thesis.

6.  Is there a clear connection between your first paragraph and your second paragraph?  If so, what is that connection?  If not, you need to revise to develop a clear connection (and a smooth transition) between these two paragraphs.

7.  Read the body of your paper.  How many separate points do you make to get your message across?  Write them down.  If you made more than five, you probably tried to cover too much territory in one paper.  Consider getting rid of points which are underdeveloped.  (If you have trouble determining which points are underdeveloped, question eight will help you with this.)

8.  For each point you made, there should be several sentences following that point which explain, illustrate, describe, analyze, define, or develop it in some way.  Take each point you made and answer the following questions about it:


A.  Does this point relate back to/develop some aspect of your thesis?  If not, you need to revise the point, get rid of it, or revise your thesis to include the point—you might want to talk to me before doing this.  If the point does relate back to your thesis, how many sentences are connected with this point to develop it?  


B.  Is this point alone in a paragraph, or is it with other points in the same paragraph?


C.  If you have several points together in a paragraph, why are they together?  If it's because the points are all related and can't be developed into paragraphs on their own, that's fine.  However, if the points can be developed into separate paragraphs, they should be.  Most of the time, you will only have one point per paragraph.  


D.  What method of development did you use to explain the point to your reader?  Put yourself in your reader's place.  Is this method effective?  If not, you need to develop a new method.


E.  As you left this point and went on to the next, did you connect the two in any way?  How?  If you didn't connect them, revise so they are connected.

9.  Making a point with your readers can be difficult if you don't use concrete examples.  Skim your paper and try to find at least six examples of very graphic, concrete word pictures.  If you can't find six, you should probably revise to include more.

10.  How did you end your paper?  Put yourself in the place of your readers.  Would you feel a sense of completeness/closure at the end of the paper if you were them?  Be honest!  If you can answer "yes," you have developed a successful conclusion.  For future reference, how did you accomplish this?  If your answer is "no," revise to make your conclusion stronger.

11.  On a scale of 1 to 10, how successful do you think you were in "getting your idea into" your reader's head?  If your answer is 7 or below, go back through this sheet again.    

