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2Audit Data Information

We are thrilled to present a comprehensive SEO audit report for Northern State University.

We analyzed the domain below:
https://northern.edu/

Date Range:  May 1, 2021 – April 30, 2022

We included analysis of the competitors you identified:

• South Dakota State University
• University of South Dakota
• Black Hills State University
• Dakota State University
• Lake Area Technical College

We analyzed the following pages:

• Home Page
• Admissions & Aid
• Tuition and Costs
• Degree Programs
• Elementary Education (selected because it gets the most 

traffic of pages in /programs/undergraduate/)

Our goal with your audit was to provide thorough insights in order to help answer 
6 key questions, in sections that are color-coded for easy reference:

1 - What does your site traffic tell you?
2 - What are your competitors doing & how do you rank against them?
3 - How are people searching for you?
4 - How are your spotlight pages ranking?
5 - What are your on-page technical challenges?
6 - Are you ready for Google's zero-click environment?

https://www.eab.com/
https://northern.edu/
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Section 1: What Does Your Site Traffic Tell You?

Traffic Channel 

Engagement Metrics

Geographic Highlights

Top Performing Pages by Traffic Source

Industry Benchmarks

Key Takeaways

https://www.eab.com/
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4All-channels Traffic Overview

Total Users Increased

Section 1:  What Does Your Site Traffic Tell You?

Source: Google Analytics May 1, 2021 – April 30, 2022

1. Total number of users and sessions increased year over 

year.

2. Bounce rate increased 44% year over year. 

3. Pages/sessions and Avg. session duration are strong even 

though they are down from the previous year.

4. User trend shows the peak of traffic in January 2022.

https://www.eab.com/
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Organic Users Increased 12.8% Year-Over-Year

Section 1:  What Does Your Site Traffic Tell You?

1. Strong organic traffic. Organic sessions and users 
both increased year over year.

2. Bounce rates are extremely low across all 
channels. 

3. 37% of all organic sessions were new sessions. 

Source: Google Analytics May 1, 2021 – April 30, 2022

https://www.eab.com/
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6An Expanded Look at Each Channel and Y-O-Y Channel Trends

Section 1:  What Does Your Site Traffic Tell You?

1. Organic traffic is the number one source of traffic to your 

site.

2. Organic and direct traffic are two of the most engaged 

audiences on the site with strong session durations and 

pages per session.

Organic bounce rate 
better than industry 
benchmark

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 1:  What Does Your Site Traffic Tell You?

What Is the Origin Source of Your Traffic?

Google is the dominant search engine and is sending 

90% of all search engine traffic to your site. 

Source and Medium are important tools in Google 

Analytics because they tell you not 

only how people are engaging with your website, 

but also where they’re coming from (acquisition).

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 1:  What Does Your Site Traffic Tell You?

User Behavior:  Homepage is Top Page From All Traffic Sources

Which pages are most popular with all users?

1. 31% of all users land 

on the homepage 

when entering the site.

2. 16% of users to the 

top 15 pages, land on 

an enrollment related 

page.

3. 89% of users to the 

homepage were new 

users to the site. 

4. Admissions and Apply 

page have some of the 

strongest engagement 

metrics. 

Source: Google Analytics May 1, 2021 – April 30, 2022

https://www.eab.com/


©2022 by EAB. All Rights Reserved. eab.com

9

Section 1:  What Does Your Site Traffic Tell You?

User Behavior:  What Pages Are Driving Organic Traffic?

Below are the top landing pages from your organic traffic

Source: Google Analytics May 1, 2021 – April 30, 2022

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 1:  What Does Your Site Traffic Tell You?

The Path of Organic Traffic From the Homepage

1. 5% of organic users navigate to 
the degree programs page as 
their next step.

2. Out of the top 20 pages visited 

after the homepage, 56% 
continue to admissions or 
prospective student information.

3. 12% of users search for the site 
organically, land on the 
homepage, then navigate to the 
MYNSU page.

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 1:  What Does Your Site Traffic Tell You?

What Pages Are Driving Direct Traffic?

Below are the top landing pages from your direct traffic

Source: Google Analytics May 1, 2021 – April 30, 2022

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 1:  What Does Your Site Traffic Tell You?

The Path of Direct traffic, Based on Top Direct Landing Page

1. 62% of direct users are landing 
on homepage then navigating to 
the library page.

2. Top direct page traffic is often 

current student and faculty 
users.

3. Out of the top 20 pages visited 
after the homepage, 6% continue 
to admissions or prospective 
student information.

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 1:  What Does Your Site Traffic Tell You?

What Pages Are Driving Referral Traffic?

Below are the top landing pages from your referral traffic

Source: Google Analytics May 1, 2021 – April 30, 2022

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 1:  What Does Your Site Traffic Tell You?

The Path of Referral Traffic, Based on Top Landing Page

• Top referring traffic is coming from Facebook and your own domain. This is 
due to other subdomains things interlinking the site. You can add a filter to 
analytics to remove your domain as a referral source.

• Top pages that receive referral traffic are the homepage, mynsu, library, 
and password reset pages.

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 1:  What Does Your Site Traffic Tell You?

Geographic Breakout: Organic Traffic

39% of organic users are from South Dakota. 58% of organic sessions are from South Dakota

Source: Google Analytics May 1, 2021 – April 30, 2022

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 1:  What Does Your Site Traffic Tell You?

Technical Preferences of Users: Desktop Users Prefer Chrome, Safari for Mobile

All user channel traffic

Considering high rate of mobile usage, it’s important to adjust your website content to ensure visitors accessing the 
site from mobile devices have an experience customized to their device. Optimized content flows easily between 

desktop and mobile devices to provide the user with an outstanding experience.

54% 44% 2%

https://www.eab.com/
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Key Takeaways and Recommendations

1
Increases in organic traffic (sessions and users) as well as strong 
engagement metrics. Big increase in organic traffic in September and 
October of 2021.

2 Large current student and faculty presence on site.

3
Admissions pages are the most viewed pages after users land on 
homepage. (excluding mynsu traffic).

4
Northern.edu has a strong mobile and desktop audience. Desktop is 
slightly larger at 54%.

5
39% of users come from South Dakota. Large in-state and neighboring 
state presence. Minnesota, Nebraska, and Illinois all drive high 
numbers of organic traffic. 

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 2: What are your competitors doing and how do 

you rank against them?

Organic research for identified competitors

True search competitors

Ranking analysis

Competitor backlink analysis

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 2:  What Are Your Competitors Doing And How To You Rank Against Them?

Competitors:  Northern.edu Has the Smallest Organic Footprint 

Against all competitors except lakeareatech.edu

• Out of the competitors identified:

o Sdstate.edu has the largest 

footprint with 192.1K keywords

o Lakeareatech.edu has smallest 

footprint with 3.4K keywords

• There are 451 shared keywords across 

the 5 sites listed including (in order of 

search volume):

• epsy

• sd state

• south dakota university

• universities in south dakota

• university south dakota

• colleges in south dakota

• snap.sdstate.bor

• banner sdbor

• south dakota universities

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 2:  What Are Your Competitors Doing And How To You Rank Against Them?

Competitor: South Dakota State University

1.7K
Common 
Keywords Keyword

northern

.edu
sdstate.edu

Search 
Volume

south dakota accelerated nursing 
program

34 1 50

dental schools in south dakota 64 2 260

nursing programs in south dakota 53 2 70

south dakota dental school 23 3 70

sd teacher certification 17 5 70

south dakota teaching certificate 21 5 70

what is pre physical therapy 53 7 110

sd psychology 33 7 90

alternative teaching certification 
south dakota

29 7 70

south dakota alternative teacher 
certification

31 7 50

what is pre athletic training 39 7 50

pre chiropractic majors 95 9 320

Top Shared Academic Keywords:

sorted by competitor ranking

Catalog 
subdomain page

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 2:  What Are Your Competitors Doing And How To You Rank Against Them?

Competitor: University of South Dakota

1.3K
Common 
Keywords Keyword

northern

.edu
usd.edu

Search 
Volume

south dakota dental school 23 1 70

sd alternative teacher certification 22 4 140

alternative teaching certification 
south dakota

29 4 70

nursing programs in south dakota 53 4 70

south dakota alternative teacher 
certification

31 4 50

dental schools in south dakota 64 5 260

sd psychology 33 5 90

sd teacher certification 17 8 70

south dakota accelerated nursing 
program

34 10 50

sports marketing degrees 55 11 110

lakota language course 44 12 50

sports marketing degree 67 13 590

Top Shared Academic Keywords:

sorted by competitor ranking

Catalog 
subdomain page

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 2:  What Are Your Competitors Doing And How To You Rank Against Them?

Competitor: Black Hills State University

885
Common 
Keywords Keyword

northern

.edu
bhsu.edu

Search 
Volume

lakota language course 44 4 50

professional accountancy 37 6 210

nursing programs in south dakota 53 6 70

music appreciation 100 22 11 140

lakota language 101 15 11 70

elementary education course 92 12 50

education elementary 93 15 260

sd teacher certification 17 15 70

south dakota teaching certificate 21 15 70

alternative teaching certification 
south dakota

29 16 70

spanish degrees 24 17 140

what is bachelor degree in spanish 88 17 110

Top Shared Academic Keywords:

sorted by competitor ranking

Catalog 
subdomain page

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 2:  What Are Your Competitors Doing And How To You Rank Against Them?

Competitor: Dakota State University

955
Common 
Keywords Keyword

northern

.edu
dsu.edu

Search 
Volume

certificate in mathematics online 67 11 70

quantitative literacy math 72 16 260

m.s.ed. 46 18 170

what is quantitative literacy math 41 20 70

elementary education degree name 46 26 50

certificate math 77 28 70

biology education degree 90 29 50

bs accountancy 32 36 720

certificate in mathematics 73 36 110

professional accountancy 37 38 210

alternative teaching certification 
south dakota

29 38 70

what is general studies aa 49 38 50

Top Shared Academic Keywords:

sorted by competitor ranking

Catalog 
subdomain page

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 2:  What Are Your Competitors Doing And How To You Rank Against Them?

Competitor: Lake Area Technical College

114
Common 
Keywords Keyword

northern

.edu
bu.edu

Search 
Volume

nursing programs in south dakota 53 40 70

vet tech schools in south dakota 91 41 50

vet tech programs in south dakota 69 46 50

dental schools in south dakota 64 81 260

south dakota dental school 23 89 70

Top Shared Academic Keywords:

sorted by competitor ranking

Catalog 
subdomain page

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 2:  What are your competitors doing and how to you rank against them?

Backlink Comparison

• Sdstate.edu has a strong 
backlink profile which 
presents an opportunity 
to research and target 
links from where they 
are getting them from 
now.

• Lakeareatech.edu, being 
the smallest of the 
competitors, was only 
included in the top table. 
But due to its size, it 
was omitted in the other 
tables so the larger 
schools could be 
evaluated.

https://www.eab.com/


©2022 by EAB. All Rights Reserved. eab.com

30

Key Takeaways and Recommendations

1
Sdstate.edu has largest organic footprint against competitors with 
192K total keyword rankings.

2
Northern State University and South Dakota State share the most 
keywords (1.7K keywords)

3
Northern.edu does not rank well for non-branded degree or 
program related keywords against competitors. 

4
Opportunity to optimize and target competitors high ranking 
keywords.

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 3: How Are People Searching For You?

Organic Search Visibility & Trends

Google Search Performance

Organic Search Competition

Share of Voice

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 3:  How are people searching for you?

Search Visibility: Only 7.5% of  Your Organic Footprint is on Page 1

The entire site is ranking for a total of 12,246 keywords
This is also considered your total search visibility.

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 3:  How are people searching for you?

Search Visibility:  Page 1 Rankings Have Grown

Your site is ranking for a total of 920 keywords on page 1
This is also considered your site’s best search visibility.

Your total page 1 keywords have increased 20.4% from April 2021 to April 2022 – from 764 keywords to 920.

In April 2022:

• 8.2% of your page 1 keywords appear in position 1, the top position. 75 keywords

• 75.7% of your page 1 keywords are below the fold, in position 5 or higher. 696 keywords

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 3:  How are people searching for you?

Catalog Subdomain Keywords

Keywords Ranking 
Page 

Position
Search 
Volume

URL

411 theory 1 50 http://catalog.northern.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=8&coid=14595

northern state university course catalog 1 50 http://catalog.northern.edu/content.php?catoid=9&navoid=901

non traditional bank products 2 50 http://catalog.northern.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=8&coid=15292

northern state university tuition 2 50
http://catalog.northern.edu/content.php?catoid=3&navoid=648&hl=refunds&returnt
o=search

northern state university course catalog 2 50 http://catalog.northern.edu/

northern state university cost 2 50
http://catalog.northern.edu/content.php?catoid=3&navoid=648&hl=refunds&returnt
o=search

northern state university requirements 3 50 http://catalog.northern.edu/content.php?catoid=7&navoid=796

northern state university admissions office 3 50 http://catalog.northern.edu/content.php?catoid=5&navoid=724

northern state university course catalog 3 50 http://catalog.northern.edu/misc/catalog_list.php?catoid=13

northern catalog 4 110 http://catalog.northern.edu/

northern state university cost 4 50 http://catalog.northern.edu/content.php?catoid=7&navoid=793

nsu degree programs 5 90 http://catalog.northern.edu/content.php?catoid=12&navoid=1013

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 3:  How are people searching for you?

Admission Keywords

Keywords Ranking 
Page 

Position
Search 
Volume

URL

northern state university admissions office 1 50 https://www.northern.edu/admissions

northern state university admissions office 2 50 https://www.northern.edu/contactadmissions

northern state university admissions office 3 50 http://catalog.northern.edu/content.php?catoid=5&navoid=724

northern state university admissions office 4 50 https://apply.northern.edu/apply/

northern state university admissions office 5 50 https://www.northern.edu/admission-aid/requirements

nsu admissions phone number 6 70 https://www.northern.edu/contactadmissions

northern state university admissions office 6 50 https://www.northern.edu/admissions-staff

nsu admissions address 6 50 https://www.northern.edu/contactadmissions

nsu admissions 7 390 https://www.northern.edu/contactadmissions

nsu admissions office 7 260 https://www.northern.edu/contactadmissions

admissions nsu 7 140 https://www.northern.edu/admissions

nsu admissions number 7 70 https://www.northern.edu/contactadmissions

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 3:  How are people searching for you?

Tuition Keywords

Keywords Ranking 
Page 

Position
Search 
Volume

URL

northern state university tuition 1 50 https://www.northern.edu/admission-aid/tuition-and-costs

northern state university tuition 2 50
http://catalog.northern.edu/content.php?catoid=3&navoid=648&hl=refunds&ret
urnto=search

northern state university tuition 3 50 https://www.northern.edu/fees

nsu tuition 8 590
http://catalog.northern.edu/content.php?catoid=3&navoid=648&hl=refunds&ret
urnto=search

nsu tuition cost 10 50
http://catalog.northern.edu/content.php?catoid=3&navoid=648&hl=refunds&ret
urnto=search

nsu in state tuition 10 50
http://catalog.northern.edu/content.php?catoid=3&navoid=648&hl=refunds&ret
urnto=search

nsu tuition and fees 11 50 https://www.northern.edu/admission-aid/tuition-and-costs

nsu graduate tuition and fees 12 50
http://catalog.northern.edu/content.php?catoid=3&navoid=648&hl=refunds&ret
urnto=search

nsu tuition 2021 13 50
http://catalog.northern.edu/content.php?catoid=3&navoid=648&hl=refunds&ret
urnto=search

usf senior citizen tuition waiver 16 50 http://catalog.northern.edu/content.php?catoid=3&navoid=648

nsu university school tuition 17 50 http://catalog.northern.edu/content.php?catoid=3&navoid=648

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 3:  How are people searching for you?

Cost Keywords

Keywords Ranking 
Page 

Position
Search 
Volume

URL

nsu credit hour cost 8 70
http://catalog.northern.edu/content.php?catoid=3&navoid=648&hl=refunds
&returnto=search

nsu tuition cost 10 50
http://catalog.northern.edu/content.php?catoid=3&navoid=648&hl=refunds
&returnto=search

nsu cost 12 90 https://www.northern.edu/admission-aid/tuition-and-costs

how much does mortuary school cost 14 50 http://catalog.northern.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=8&poid=1824

nsu cost of attendance 15 50 http://catalog.northern.edu/content.php?catoid=7&navoid=793

nsu room and board cost 16 50 https://www.northern.edu/admission-aid/tuition-and-costs

nova southeastern university cost per credit hour 
undergraduate

18 210 http://catalog.northern.edu/content.php?catoid=9&navoid=912

university of south dakota cost 25 90 http://catalog.northern.edu/content.php?catoid=7&navoid=793

north cost 28 260 https://www.northern.edu/admission-aid/tuition-and-costs

usf room and board cost 29 90
http://catalog.northern.edu/content.php?catoid=3&navoid=648&hl=refunds
&returnto=search

cost cutters aberdeen sd 31 110
https://apps.northern.edu/flippingbook/survivalguide/files/assets/common/d
ownloads/page0020.pdf

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 3:  How are people searching for you?

Degree Keywords

Keywords Ranking 
Page 

Position
Search 
Volume

URL

banking degree online 2 170
https://northern.edu/programs/graduate/banking-and-financial-services-
graduate-online

degreeworks nsu 4 110
https://www.northern.edu/news/banner-degreeworks-other-systems-be-
temporarily-down-march

degreeworks nsu 5 110 https://www.northern.edu/mynsu

nsu general studies degree 5 70 https://www.northern.edu/programs/general-studies-online

nsu degree works 5 70
https://www.northern.edu/news/banner-degreeworks-other-systems-be-
temporarily-down-march

degree works nsu 5 50
https://www.northern.edu/news/banner-degreeworks-other-systems-be-
temporarily-down-march

online degree in spanish 6 140 https://www.northern.edu/programs/undergraduate/spanish-online

nsu degree programs 6 90 http://catalog.northern.edu/content.php?catoid=12&navoid=1013

cheapest online spanish degree 6 90 https://www.northern.edu/programs/undergraduate/spanish-online

bachelor's degree in spanish online 6 90 https://www.northern.edu/programs/undergraduate/spanish-online

nsu general studies degree 6 70
http://catalog.northern.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=12&poid=2827&retur
nto=1011

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 3:  How are people searching for you?

Program Keywords

Keywords Ranking 
Page 

Position
Search 
Volume

URL

sdsu accelerated nursing program aberdeen 4 50
https://www.northern.edu/news/nsu-grads-eligible-guaranteed-admission-
sdsu-accelerated-nursing-program

northern nursing program 5 50 https://www.northern.edu/programs/pre-nursing

nsu degree programs 6 90 http://catalog.northern.edu/content.php?catoid=12&navoid=1013

sdsu accelerated nursing program 6 50 http://catalog.northern.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=12&poid=2756

nsu criminal justice program 7 50 https://www.northern.edu/programs/undergraduate/criminal-justice

online spanish degree programs 8 210 https://www.northern.edu/programs/undergraduate/spanish-online

nsu masters programs 8 110 http://catalog.northern.edu/content.php?catoid=9&navoid=927

nsu bsn program 8 70 http://catalog.northern.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=12&poid=2756

sdsu nurse practitioner program 8 50
http://catalog.northern.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=12&poid=2756&r
eturnto=1013

nsu nursing program 11 390
http://catalog.northern.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=12&poid=2756&r
eturnto=1013

nsu undergraduate programs 11 70 http://catalog.northern.edu/content.php?catoid=9&navoid=912

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 3:  How are people searching for you?

Brand Vs. Non-Brand Keywords

More Branded than Non-Branded Traffic

Keywords Ranking 
Page 

Position
Search 
Volume

URL

northern state university 1 9900 https://www.northern.edu/

northern state 1 1300 https://www.northern.edu/

jon schaf 1 590 https://www.northern.edu/directory/jon-schaff

aberdeen college 1 480 https://www.northern.edu/

nsu aberdeen sd 1 260 https://www.northern.edu/

dacotah bank stadium 1 170 https://www.northern.edu/dacotah-bank-stadium

where is northern state university 1 170 https://www.northern.edu/

gypsy day parade 2021 1 170 https://www.northern.edu/campus-life/gypsy-days

colleges in aberdeen south dakota 1 170 https://www.northern.edu/

gypsy days 2021 1 140
https://www.northern.edu/news/nsu-gypsy-day-parade-registration-now-
open

aberdeen college south dakota 1 140 https://www.northern.edu/

badlands fossils 1 140 https://www.northern.edu/natsource/earth/Fossil1.htm

https://www.eab.com/


©2022 by EAB. All Rights Reserved. eab.com

41

Key Takeaways and Recommendations

1
Northern.edu ranks for 920 keywords on Page 1, with 8% ranking in 
position 1.

2
53% of all organic traffic to the site over the last year has been from 
branded traffic.

3
Catalog pages are ranking for a lot of the high performing keywords. 
Are these pages providing the best user experience and answering 
search intent?

4
Opportunity to target and optimize for non-brand keywords such as 
degree-related keywords and improve share of voice for priority 
keywords.

5

EAB will provide a list of striking-distance keywords, which are 
keywords that you rank for on the bottoms of pages 1 and 2. These 
keywords should be included in content strategy and optimization 
changes to improve search rankings.

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 4: How are your spotlight pages ranking?

Top Rankings Keywords

Overall Search Performance

Search Volume 

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 4: How Are Your Spotlight Pages Ranking?

Home page

https://www.northern.edu/

104
Top Ranking 

Keyword

Current Page 1 
Keyword Rankings

1080 Total Keyword Rankings

Keywords Ranking Page Position Search Volume

northern state university 1 9900

northern university 1 1600

northern state 1 1300

nsu aberdeen sd 1 260

where is northern state university 1 170

Keyword Ranking Data: April 2022

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 4: How Are Your Spotlight Pages Ranking?

Home page - Additional Keywords Ranking

Keyword Rank
Search 
Volume

Category

colleges in aberdeen south dakota 1 170
Knowledge panel, Image pack, Site links, Reviews, 
People also ask

aberdeen sd college 1 110
Carousel, Image pack, Site links, Reviews, People also 
ask

northern university south dakota 1 110
Knowledge panel, Image pack, Site links, Reviews, 
People also ask, FAQ

nothern state 1 90
Knowledge panel, Local pack, Top stories, Site links, 
Reviews, Tweet, Video Carousel, People also ask

northern state university aberdeen sd 1 90
Knowledge panel, Image pack, Site links, Reviews, 
Tweet, AdWords bottom, People also ask, FAQ

colleges in aberdeen sd 1 70
Knowledge panel, Site links, Reviews, People also ask, 
FAQ

nsu aberdeen 1 70
Knowledge panel, Image pack, Site links, Reviews, 
People also ask, FAQ

northern state university location 1 70
Knowledge panel, Image pack, Site links, Reviews, 
Tweet, People also ask, FAQ

northern state university in aberdeen south dakota 1 50
Knowledge panel, Image pack, Site links, Reviews, 
People also ask, FAQ

northern university aberdeen south dakota 1 50
Knowledge panel, Image pack, Site links, Reviews, 
Tweet, Video, People also ask, FAQ

northern university aberdeen sd 1 50
Knowledge panel, Image pack, Site links, Reviews, 
Tweet, Video, People also ask, FAQ

northern state university south dakota 1 50
Knowledge panel, Site links, Reviews, Tweet, Video, 
People also ask, FAQ

aberdeen south dakota university 1 50
Knowledge panel, Site links, Reviews, People also ask, 
FAQ

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 4: How Are Your Spotlight Pages Ranking?

Admissions

https://www.northern.edu/admissions

7
Top Ranking 

Keyword

Current Page 1 
Keyword Rankings

30 Total Keyword Rankings

Keywords Ranking Page Position Search Volume

northern state university admissions office 1 50

northern state university application 1 50

northern state university requirements 2 50

northern state university enrollment 3 70

admissions nsu 7 140

Keyword Ranking Data: April 2022

https://www.eab.com/
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• There is confusion across admissions URLs.

• The main nav is /admissions. But then all 
the pages in the section are in /admissions-
aid

• The /admissions-aid pages only rank for 2 
keywords

• The /admissions pages rank for 15 keywords 
just on page 1.

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 4: How Are Your Spotlight Pages Ranking?

Admissions - Additional Keywords Ranking

Keyword Rank
Search 
Volume

Category

nsu application 8 260
Site links, Reviews, Video, AdWords top, People also 
ask

nsu application deadline 8 50
Image pack, Site links, Reviews, Tweet, Video, 
Featured snippet, People also ask

nsu application deadline fall 2021 11 140
Image pack, Reviews, Featured snippet, People also 
ask

northwestern state university admissions number 16 50
Image pack, Reviews, Featured snippet, People also 
ask

nsu secondary application deadline 18 260 Image pack, Site links, Reviews, People also ask

north state acceptance number 21 50 Local pack, Site links, Reviews

northwestern state university application deadline for 
fall 2021

22 70
Image pack, Reviews, Featured snippet, People also 
ask, FAQ

nsu acceptance rate 25 1000
Knowledge panel, Image pack, Site links, Reviews, 
Video, Featured snippet, People also ask, FAQ

northwestern state university application deadline 27 50 Image pack, Reviews, Tweet, People also ask, FAQ

the most northern state 34 50
Image pack, Site links, Reviews, Video, Featured 
snippet, People also ask

what is the most northern state 35 50
Site links, Reviews, Video, Featured snippet, People 
also ask

nother 36 4400
Instant answer, Image pack, Site links, Video 
Carousel, People also ask

north state acceptance 37 2900 Local pack, Image pack, Site links, Reviews, Video

northwestern state university admissions 38 140
Knowledge panel, Site links, Reviews, People also ask, 
FAQ

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 4: How Are Your Spotlight Pages Ranking?

Tuition and Costs

https://www.northern.edu/admission-aid/tuition-and-costs

2
Top Ranking 

Keyword

Current Page 1 
Keyword Rankings

102 Total Keyword Rankings

Keywords Ranking Page Position Search Volume

northern state university wue 1 210

northern state university tuition 1 50

nsu tuition and fees 11 50

nsu cost 12 90

nsu room and board cost 16 50

Keyword Ranking Data: April 2022

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 4: How Are Your Spotlight Pages Ranking?

Tuition and Costs - Additional Keywords Ranking

Keyword Rank
Search 
Volume

Category

university of north dakota out of state tuition 25 50
Instant answer, Knowledge panel, Site links, People 
also ask

north dakota state out of state tuition 26 70
Instant answer, Knowledge panel, Reviews, People 
also ask

tuition north dakota state university 27 50
Instant answer, Knowledge panel, Reviews, Video, 
People also ask

north cost 28 260 Image pack, Site links, Reviews, People also ask

university of south dakota tuition per credit hour 28 50 People also ask

nsu florida tuition 31 480
Instant answer, Knowledge panel, Image pack, 
Reviews, People also ask

cooper medical school cost of attendance 33 210 Image pack, People also ask

north dakota state university tuition 34 170
Instant answer, Knowledge panel, Reviews, People 
also ask

university of north dakota cost of attendance 34 50 Knowledge panel, Reviews, People also ask

aberdeen fees 36 50 Image pack, Reviews, People also ask, FAQ

university of northern iowa tuition per semester 44 70 Site links, Reviews, Featured snippet, People also ask

university of wyoming dorm cost 44 50
Image pack, Site links, Reviews, Featured snippet, 
People also ask

cost to attend south dakota state university 44 50
Knowledge panel, Image pack, Reviews, People also 
ask

university of north dakota undergraduate tuition and 
fees

45 50
Instant answer, Knowledge panel, Site links, Reviews, 
Video, People also ask

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 4: How Are Your Spotlight Pages Ranking?

Degree Programs

https://www.northern.edu/degrees

0
Top Ranking 

Keyword

Current Page 1 
Keyword Rankings

4 Total Keyword Rankings

Keywords Ranking Page Position Search Volume

what are all the northern states 33 50

university of south dakota graduate programs 57 260

university of kansas graduate programs 76 210

k state degree list 80 50

Keyword Ranking Data: April 2022

https://www.eab.com/
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• Is this page meant to be a landing page?

• It doesn’t live in the /academics folder. And the links 
on the page go to pages like: 
https://www.northern.edu/programs/undergraduate/a
ccounting-online
which lives under /programs

• The subdomain catalog.northern.edu ranks for more 
degree related keywords. (1,166 keywords)

https://www.eab.com/
https://www.northern.edu/programs/undergraduate/accounting-online
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Section 4: How Are Your Spotlight Pages Ranking?

Degree Programs - Additional Keywords Ranking

Keyword Rank
Search 
Volume

URL

northern state university degrees 1 40 https://www.northern.edu/degrees

northern state university degrees 2 40 https://www.northern.edu/majors-and-minors

banking degree online 2 110

https://www.northern.edu/programs/graduate/banking-and-financial-

services-graduate-online

spanish education degree online 2 40 https://www.northern.edu/programs/undergraduate/spanish-online

northern state university degrees 3 40 https://www.northern.edu/

northern state university online degrees 3 40 https://www.northern.edu/online-and-continuing-education

northern state university online degrees 4 40 https://northern.edu/program-type/online

banking and finance degree online 4 40

https://www.northern.edu/programs/graduate/banking-and-financial-

services-graduate-online

degreeworks nsu 4 110 https://www.northern.edu/mynsu

northern state university online degrees 5 40 https://www.northern.edu/degrees

nsu degree programs 5 90 http://catalog.northern.edu/content.php?catoid=12&navoid=1013

nsu general studies degree 5 70

https://www.northern.edu/programs/undergraduate/general-studies-

online

degreeworks nsu 5 110

https://www.northern.edu/news/banner-degreeworks-other-systems-

be-temporarily-down-march

nsu online degrees 6 210 https://www.northern.edu/online-and-continuing-education

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 4: How Are Your Spotlight Pages Ranking?

Elementary Education

https://www.northern.edu/programs/undergraduate/elementary-education

0
Top Ranking 

Keyword

Current Page 1 
Keyword Rankings

15 Total Keyword Rankings

Keywords Ranking Page Position Search Volume

und elementary education 35 50

elementary education degree name 46 50

northern elementary 47 390

elemtry school 61 260

ms state elementary education 63 50

Keyword Ranking Data: April 2022

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 4: How Are Your Spotlight Pages Ranking?

Elementary Education - Additional Keywords Ranking

Keyword Rank
Search 
Volume

Category

dr bartel huron sd 65 50 Knowledge panel, Reviews, FAQ

elementary school education 70 170
Knowledge panel, Site links, Video Carousel, People 
also ask

elementary education in 70 590 Site links, People also ask

study elementary 75 170
Knowledge panel, Image pack, Reviews, People also 
ask

what is elementary education 81 110
Knowledge panel, Site links, Video Carousel, People 
also ask

elementary education online 81 210 Site links, People also ask

tt elementary school 89 50
Knowledge panel, Image pack, Site links, Reviews, 
Video

elementary education course 92 50 People also ask, FAQ

education elementary 93 260 Top stories, Image pack, People also ask

elementary school how many years 97 50
Image pack, Site links, Featured snippet, People also 
ask

https://www.eab.com/
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Key Takeaways and Recommendations

1
Admissions pages only have 7 keywords ranking on page 1. There 
is confusion about URL structure and what pages should be 
ranking.

2
The main degree page has 0 page 1 rankings. Opportunity to 
optimize for keywords like “northern university degree programs”, 
Degrees at northern”. 

3
Identify key pages and optimize for keywords with higher monthly 
search volume and search intent that aligns with the content on 
the page.

4
Important to understand intent behind keywords and to note 
what content or featured snippets Google is showing in search 
results. Build content to support these featured snippets.

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 5: What are your on-page and technical 

challenges

✓ Technical Site Errors

✓ Key SEO Best Practices

✓ Site Structure Best Practice

✓ Mobile Speed Test 

✓ Competitor Speed Test comparison

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 5:  What Are Your On-Page and Technical Challenges?

Technical Audit Summary

A workbook of errors will be provided with descriptions of the error and recommended fixes

Site Health Breakdown

Crawlability: 40%

Site Performance: 56%

HTTPS Implementation: 16%

Internal Linking: 42%

• The Site Health score is based on the number of errors and warnings found on the site, and their uniqueness. The higher the 

score, the fewer problems the site has.

• Crawlability describes the search engine’s ability to access and crawl content which is important because that is how the search 

engines discover pages and index them.

• Site Performance looks at CSS and Javascript resources on the site's pages for all speed-related issues.

• HTTPS Implementation shows potential issues surrounding certificate registration, server support, and website architecture. 

• Internal Linking looks at the click depth of pages as well as any broken links.

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 5: What Are Your On-Page and Technical Challenges?

Breakdown of Errors

Issues of the highest 

severity detected on 

your website during 

the last audit.

Issues of medium 

severity detected on 

your website during 

the last audit.

Notices detected on your 

website during the last audit. 

Although notices are not 

considered high-impact, we 

recommend that you fix 

them.

SEVERE

ERRORS

MODERATE

WARNINGS

MINOR

NOTICES

• Redirect chains and loops

• Duplicate title tags

• Duplicate meta descriptions

• Duplicate page content

• Broken internal links

• Unminified & uncompressed 

JavaScript and CSS files

• Outgoing internal links with 

nofollows

• HTTPs pages leads to HTTP page

• Missing meta descriptions

• Permanent redirects

• Pages more than 3 clicks to reach

• Pages with only one incoming 

internal link

• Links with no anchor text

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 5: What Are Your On-Page and Technical Challenges?

Meta Descriptions Should be Concise and Relevant

What is a Meta Description?

Issue Current Page Recommendation

Missing
Meta-Description

N/A

Google does not always use the meta-
description if content on the page is a 
better match for a users search query. 
Make sure to optimize and include a 
call-to-action that engages the user.

EAB will provide best practice 
guide to help with writing 
descriptions. 

• Placing top traffic keywords into 
meta description along with clear 
messaging will improve CTR

• Goal character count of 160

Google will sometimes choose to pull in content from page for meta-descriptions instead of using the one provided because the content is 
more optimized

These pages do not have meta descriptions. Google then pulls content 
from the page to display in the listing, depending on the search 
phrase used. For Virtual Tour, the listing description works well.

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 5: What Are Your On-Page and Technical Challenges?

Page Title Optimization

What is a Title?

Issue Recommended

Optimization
Optimize page titles for high-volume keywords 

that closely match with the page content.

EAB will provide best practice 
deliverable 

• As an example, optimal title 
length should be as close to 
60 characters to avoid 
truncation on the SERP

• Think of the search query when 
defining titles

Page Titles should be unique. 

The /news-categories/ & /event-categories/ areas are duplicating other page titles

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 5: What Are Your On-Page and Technical Challenges?

Organized Site Structure is Recommended

Why Site Structure is Important?

Image 1:https://cdn-backlinko.pressidium.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/flat-site-structure-960x370.png

Image 2:https://cdn-backlinko.pressidium.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/bad-site-structure-960x507.png

• Crawling and indexing issues happen due to poorly 
designed site structure. 

• Site structure affects everything you do to optimize 
your site, from URLs  to your sitemap to using 
robots.txt to block search engines from certain pages.

• Important to consider site structure when adding or 
moving content.

Good Site Structure

Bad Site StructureGoogle has found the same pages under 
https://www.northern.edu and https://northern.edu so it is 
counting these as duplicates. This could be hindering rankings 
and should be resolved.

https://www.eab.com/
https://www.northern.edu/
https://northern.edu/
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Section 5: What Are Your On-Page and Technical Challenges?

Load Time for Site Pages

4.53s3.3s
Avg. Page Load Time – SitewideAvg. Home Page Load Time

• High load times can discourage 
users from interacting with site, 
causing an increase in bounce 
rates.

• The primary entry point to a site 
should load as quickly as possible.

Industry Avg. 
7.2s

Industry Avg. 
5s

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 5: What Are Your On-Page and Technical Challenges?

Mobile Site Speed is Strong for Industry

Excellent Average Fair Poor

2s 5s4.3s 8s

northern.edu

Mobile Site Speed Ranges – Education 

Google’s tool to measure site speed 

9s

2.2s
Mobile load time 
on 4G networks

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 5: What Are Your On-Page and Technical Challenges?

Mobile Site Speed Competitor Comparison

Northern.edu is slower among competitors.

• Opportunity to improve mobile site speed through 
compressing images, limiting JavaScript and code 
that hinders load time.

• Mobile site speeds for .edu sites typically range 
from 1.3s to 2.4s.

• Northen.edu is slower among competitors. 

https://www.eab.com/
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Key Takeaways and Recommendations

1
Update all pages with optimized meta descriptions and avoid 
duplicate meta descriptions.

2
Optimize other on-page elements (page titles, H1s, page copy) 
for highly searched keywords.

3
Optimize pages for user intent to ensure users land on the right 
pages.

4 Fix any internal broken links.

5 Optimize for mobile and work on improving mobile site speed.

https://www.eab.com/
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Section 6: Are Your Ready For Google’s Zero Click 

Environment?

Featured Snippets

Google My Business

Knowledge Panel

Structured Data

https://www.eab.com/
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Sec 6: Are You Ready for Google’s Zero-Click Environment?

What is Position Zero?

Position zero is the 
term used to describe 
the quick answer 
featured snippet
block at the top of 
the Google search 
results page.

Featured snippets are most likely to show up when the search is in the form of a question.

https://www.eab.com/
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Sec 6: Are You Ready for Google’s Zero-Click Environment?

Is Your Content Winning Position Zero?

Data through April 2022

People Also Ask Keyword Rankings Trend

Keywords Position

northern state university 1

northern university 1

northern state 1

nsu aberdeen sd 1

gypsy day parade 2021 1

where is northern state university 1

colleges in aberdeen south dakota 1

gypsy days 2021 1

https://www.eab.com/
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Trend: 

Zero Clicks Are the New 
Normal

Thanks to such SERP features 
as featured snippets, College 
Search Boxes, Google’s Local 
Packs, Knowledge graphs, 
and so on, more than half of 
all searches are now “zero-
click searches.” That means 
the user’s query is answered 
on the SERP itself, without 
them having to click away 
anywhere.

Win:  

Optimize keywords and 
queries based on volume 
search and CTR. Focus on 
page title, meta 
descriptions, and H1 
headers!

Sec 6: Are You Ready for Google’s Zero-Click Environment?

https://www.eab.com/
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Sec 6: Are You Ready for Google’s Zero-Click Environment?

Verify Your Institution, Set Up Google My Business

Why is getting verified important?

• Once verified, institutions can request changes directly from 
Google and update that information in the SERP directly

• You’ll be able to choose the URL that users are linked to when 
they click inside of the knowledge graph

• More accurate information for your users

1. Add a full description

2. Include updated photos and videos

3. Fill out all fields with as much information as possible

4. Utilize Google Posts, add updates and new information 
directly into the knowledge panel with Google Posts. 
They show for a set amount of time, but this is a great 
way to capture more space in the Google zero-click 

environment.

How to Best Optimize Your Google My Business

https://www.eab.com/
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Key Takeaways and Recommendations

1 Update and optimize Google My Business Profile.

2 Consider voice search queries in content strategy.

3
Format and code pages so that Google can easily find and 
pull information directly into search results pages.

4
Utilize Google Posts to keep updated information directly in 
your knowledge panel. 

https://www.eab.com/
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1 What Does Your Site Traffic Tell You?

2 How Are People Searching for You?

3 What Are Your Competitors Doing and How Do You Rank Against Them?

4 How Are Your Spotlight Pages Ranking?

5 What Are Your On-Page and Technical Challenges?

Are You Ready for Google’s Zero-Click Environment?6

What Are the Next Steps?7
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What Are the Next Steps?

SEO with EAB

Technical Error Workbook & How To Fix Guide
You will be provided a workbook with technical errors that were found to be affecting the SEO of your 
site. 

Action Plan
Receive a detailed phased action plan to tackle the opportunities and recommendations found in the 
audit along with our goals for SEO.

What Comes Next

https://www.eab.com/
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